
 

 

 

 

 
 

READ ISAIAH 63: 10-14 
 

I n these few verses we discover that there is a journey from rebellion to rest.  Let us note some 
of the stops along the way. 

 
“How often did they provoke Him in the wilderness and grieve Him in the desert.” (Psa.78:40). 
 
It is relatively fine to behave like a believer when milk and honey is flowing – the real test comes in 
the wilderness. 
 
The wilderness exposes the true nature of the human heart which is essentially rebellious. We tend 
to scorn the providence of God when it comes to us in severe sickness, in long waiting or in want of 
provision of some kind. 
 
God is not just another service provider that we can become irritated with when our needs are not 
being met according to our time frame. 
 
Consider what the Lord said to Moses in response to the murmuring of the people. “How long will 
this people provoke Me? How long will it be ere they believe Me for all the signs which I have 
shown among them?” (Num.14:11) 
 
We are apt to ask God how long?  Does not God have the right to ask how long will it be before we 
believe? How many more signs must He display for us? 
 
God disciplines those whom He loves so we must not faint at His rebuke. (Heb.12:5-6). What is it 
that softens the hardened heart? Memory it seems. The mind and heart are stirred to remember the 
demonstration of God’s love and mercy in the past. Then a deep longing yearns from deep within 
God does not leave us to become hardened but He brings us to a place of longing so that His ever-
lasting purpose can be fulfilled in our lives. 
 
“They shall come with weeping and with supplications will I lead them, I will cause them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a straight way wherein they shall not stumble, for I am a Father to  
Israel.” (Jer.31:9) 
 
At the end of the journey there was a resting place. Through the weeping, the longing, the 
|discipline, the miraculous intervention, the wilderness wanderings….they finally came to a place of 
rest. 
 
“And the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that He sware unto their fathers, and 
there stood not a man of all their enemies before them, the Lord delivered all their enemies into 
their hand.” (Josh.21:44) 
 
“As with cattle going down into a peaceful valley, the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest.” (Isa.63:14a 
NLT)  see Heb.4:8-11. 
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What's the Story Outreach is on this Saturday 29th at 7.00pm at Academy Plaza hotel in  
Findlater Place, off O'Connell street. 
 
There will be a short children's drama this Sunday following the main message. 
 
The next Bible study will be next Friday 5th July @ 8pm.  
 
The Tuttlebee family will be sharing about their mission in Ethiopia next Sunday 7th July. 

 

 
 

 
 

If you have children with you, these are the facilities provided: 
 
 

Crèche and Pre-school Praise 
 
 

O ur crèche is based on the floor above the Meeting Room with baby changing  
facilities and toys to keep your young child occupied if they do not settle during the 

meeting. Parents are to attend to their children at all times.  There is a short and simple 
pre-school Bible lesson during the sermon for 3-7 years old in the Crèche  (as arranged). 
 
 

Sunday School 
 
 

O ur Sunday School is open to children of school going age and operates during the 
sermon in the Sunday School room on the top floor. Our teachers have a Bible story 

and songs prepared for your child(ren), teaching them the need for Salvation and Chris-
tian living. 
 

Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  (Psalm 34:11) 
 
 

Tea and Coffee 
 
 

A fter the Sunday morning service, tea, coffee and light refreshments are available on 
the top floor in the Hospitality Room. Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by so doing some people have shown  hospitality to angels without knowing it 
(Hebrews 13:2). 
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