
 

 

 

 

 
READ 2 PETER 1: 3-8 

 

W e all like to receive gifts and presents, don’t we? Just think for a moment about the present you 
received last, for your birthday, or from Christmas! 

 
Presents are usually practical, but they may also demonstrate the attitude and emotions towards you, 
which are experienced by the giver. And the way we respond when we unwrap our present is really im-
portant for the giver. 
 
And it is much the same way with God: He has given us so many wonderful gifts, so many fantastic promis-
es in His Word. And He is expecting to see what our response to them will be. 
 
Today we will open our Bibles and read a passage from 2 Peter 1:3-11. This is a marvelous piece of Scrip-
ture, so rich in message and meaning. So we are not going to look into it in an exhaustive manner; rather 
we will consider the main ideas, and what their practical application in our lives is. I would like to encourage 
you, when you get home, read over this passage again and again, asking God to reveal to you what it 
means for you personally. 
 
So we read that God has given us everything we need for a Godly life. Let’s think for a moment, “What is 
this everything?” 

 Faith 

 He has given himself for us; 

 The Holy Spirit, as our comforter and helper 

 His Word, the Holy Bible, to lead us and guide us in our daily living; 

 He has given us the right to be called children of God; 

 He has given us a spirit of power, love and self-control; 

 He has given us a moral and ethical framework to live by; 

 He has given us great promises to stand on. 
 

And this list goes on and on and on… So these are all things God has given us to enable us to live a godly 
life. As we get to know God more, the list gets longer and longer, because we have received them by com-
ing to know Him, by getting to know Him better! And the purpose for all of this we find in verse 11: So that 
we can receive a grand entrance into His Kingdom! 
 
Before I move on, I would like to take a minute, and think about the promises which God has given us. 

 God says “I will never leave you nor forsake you!” 
 I will never fail you! 

 Those who trust in the Lord will never be ashamed 

 I will give you peace 

 I have loved you with an everlasting love, that is why I continue to show you mercy 

 I have good plans for you, to give you a life and a future. 
 

These are all great promises. I often think of them as diamonds I find, while reading the Bible. They are 
really precious! And I will encourage you, open the pages of the Bible daily, asking God to speak to you 
personally! And He will! Because He longs to build a friendship with you! You may have heard of farms 
where they offer people to “Pick their own fruit”.                                                                (Continued next page) 
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So, let’s go back to 2 Peter 1.  But note that verse 3 does not say that God has given us godly life; rather it 
says that God has given us all that we need to live such a life. God has given us the flat pack, he has given 
us the tools; but we have to make the effort to put it all together in our lives! 
 
Another example from the Bible which clearly demonstrates the need for us to make an effort we find in 
Mark 4:35-41.   Jesus tells his disciples to go to the other side of the lake.  He provides a boat and ores, but 
they have to row through the storm. 
 
As I said earlier, the reward for us, once we have made the effort to respond to God’s promises is gaining 
entry into his Kingdom! Amazing reward! 
 
And now let’s go back to the passage in 2 Peter 1, and see what our efforts to respond to God’s promises 
should look like in reality. Read verses 5b-7 
 
Moral excellence: what is it? - 10 Commandments... 
 
Look back into the Old testament: moral law, with specific instructions for specific situations: it boils down to 
showing love, mercy and consideration to others; and keeping oneself clean from idolatry (worshipping 
idols) and sexual immorality; In that respect I would like to mention, that unfortunately today we live in a 
society where sin is being promoted as a normal way of life; what is more, people are being encouraged to 
be proud of living in sin. 
 
It is now easier to understand why Peter says that “We need to make an effort to respond to God’s  
promises”: living a Christian life does involve swimming against the current! But always remember the re-
ward: A grand entrance into God’s Kingdom. 
 
God really has given us everything we need for living a Godly life. In the New Testament, the bar is raised 
higher! Let us read another very practical piece of scripture in this regard.  Read Col. 3:5-10 
 
Remember, God knows us! He knows us inside out and back to front! He knows our strengths and weak-
nesses. He has given us His Spirit. All that is required from us is to show willingness to make an effort to 
respond to his call to us! What he values is faithfulness! 
 
Parable for the master who gave to his servants 5, 2 and one bag of silver. He knows us… all he wants is 
goodness and faithfulness from us! (Matt 25:14-30). 
 
The Bible says in John 10:10 that Jesus came to give us a rich and satisfying life here. And as we also read, 
grand entrance into His kingdom. God has done his part. Are you ready to make the effort to respond to his 
promises? 
 
And would like to finish up, by reading a wonderful promise which is found in Is 43:1-5. 

 
   
 
 

Tiglin graduation ceremony is on Saturday 15th June at 1.00pm (refreshments at 12.00pm) in 
Trinity Network church, Gardiner Street. 
 
Next Bible study will be on Friday 21st June at 8.00pm 
 
Summerhill What's the Story outreach will be in the Academy Plaza hotel, off O'Connell street 
on Saturday 29th June at 7.00pm. 
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